



aRYS EO: he ei Re - 


. ry a 
« > ° 2 


























INVESTIG: ATOR AND EXPOSITOR. 





“Nothing E: 





xtenmate, nor set atone aught in EA PPE TS yet cur Country, our whole nimpitie 


and nothing but vur Country. 





ee 


VOLUME 1. 














TRoy, onto, OCTOBER, 1939. 








NUMBER 4. 





pers Jnl Mls Chal oa 


RETRENCMUUENT, 
‘As practiced by the late and present Administrations. | 





li a 


The party now governing, were installed into 
power by an honest and confiding people, upon their 
promises of retrenchment and reform. It was no 
great constitutional question upon which the elec- 
tion was made to turn. 
favor of internal impruvements of a national charac- | 
ter by the General Government, and so were his 
opponents. [He wasin favor of a moderate tariff, 
and so were his opponents. As to the propriety or 
constitutionality of a United States Bank, there 
was nothing said on that subject by either party, 
during the entire canvass. ‘This was a hobby sub- 
sequently gotten up by the party. 


No—certain opponents of Mr. Adams, defeated 
by the election of that gentleman ins 1825, and 
smarting under that defeat, issued their famous de- 
cree that “ his Administration should be put down, 
though it might be as pure as the angels at the right 
hand of God.”—And to effect this nefarious and 
unprincipled purpose, resort was at once, and wiih- 
out scruple, had toevery artifice, trick, humbug and 
hobby, that promised to procure a vote. Amongst 
their leading hobbies, were those of Retrenchment 
and Reform, Loud were their cries of extrava- 
gance and corruption, and faithful were their pro- 
mises of retrenchment and reformation. IF'rom the 
brawling pot-house orator, up to the immaculate 
Andrew Jackson himself, we heard nothing but 
charges of extravagance and corruption against the 
administration of Mr. Adams, and promises of re- 
trenchment and reform, in case he should be remo- 
ved and General Jackson placed in his stead. — 
These are facts of too recent occurrence to be 
denied. They are yet fresh in the memory of the 
people, or, if they are not, they should be. 





General Jackson was in 


But the use which we just now wish to make of 
them, is to direct the attention of the reader to the 
fact, that in the opinion of those who preferred the 





charges and made the promises, the administration 
of Mr. Adams was extravagant and corrupt, and in | 


| 


both these respects needed reforming. We wish the | 
reader to bear this in mind, and we will proeeed to’ 


ro 





“ascertain what the expenditures of that administra- 
tion were, and what the vices, that were so loudly 
complained of. By this, we willsee what these fa- 
mous economizers and reformers, in days of yore, 
deemed extravagance, and what corruption. 


Mr. Adams’ administration cost less than thirteen 


millions per annum, on an average. But this cut- 


lay was deemed, by the retrencuers, must profligate 
and ruinously extravagant. Indeed, so extravagant 
was it deemed, that the consideration of retrench- 
ment alone, formed one of the three great rounds, 


in the Jacob’s ladder, by which the party in power | 


foisted themselves into their place. ‘The foregoing 
facts give us some clue to what they deemed the 
fair expenses of Government. We cannot suppose 
that the great ado made upon the subject of ex- 
travagance, was about a few thousands, or even 
hundreds of thougands of dollars. Subsequent 
and recent events, have demoustrated that it is 
not about thousands, or hundreds of thousands, 
that the party are so scrupulously careful.—It must 
have been millions that they deemed to be wasted. 
If, then, the administration of Mr. Adams, which 
cost on an average, only twelve millions and six 
hundred thousand per annum, [see table at the foot 
of this article,] cost millions tuo much, we may set 
down eight or ten millions, as the sum which the 
retrenchers deemed just and proper for the cost of 
the Government when wisely and economically ad- 
ministered. This,then, we may settle upon, as the 
sum for which they offered to administer it, if the 
people would only put it into their hands. 


We arrive, then, at this conclusion: The party 
now in power, said to the people, during Mr. Adams? 
administration, “ Your Government costs twelve 
millions and a half per annum—that sum is vastly 
too much—too much by many millions; and the ex- 
penditures of the Government could only be swelled 
to that enormous sum by the most outrageous and 
profligate extravagance.—Your expenditures ought 


‘not to exceed eight nlitons or nine per annum.— 


Place the Government in our hands, and we pledge 
ourselses that they shall not exceed ten millions, at 
‘theutmost.”. The bargain was struck, and on Marek 
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4th, 1829, the extravagant Mr. Adams was hurled 
from power, and the retrenchers, with their promi- 
ses of economy warm upon their treacherous lips, 
were formally and solemaly installed into his place. 
Then, the party in power are in, upon a most s0- 
lemn contract with the people, that the expenditures 
ofthe Government should not exceed ten millions per 
annum. But the circumstances under which that con- 
tract was made, are peculiar, and in this investigaiion, 
should not be lost sight of. Be itremembered, that 
a large minority of the people, thought the admin- 
istration of Mr. Adams, cheap enough. ‘They 
denied the charge of extravagance, insisting that 
twelve millions and a half per annum, was as little 
as the Government could be administered for—that 
the offerto administer it for less, was a circum- 
stance of itself, going to throw suspicion upon both 
the integrity and competency of those making it— 
that they more than half suspected, that all the re- 
trenchers wanted, was to get themselves into place 
and power; and that, once there, it would be next 
to impossible either to keep them to their promises, 
or to get rid of their services, should they prove 
treacherous. And besides all this, it was insisted 
and believed, that the administration of Mr. Adams 
was a good one,—that it was worth all it cost, and 
moreratherthanless, It wassaid,and justly too, that 
we were at peace with all nations—tranquil amongst 
ourselves—respected abroad, and happy at home. 
That our commerce, foreign and domestic, was in 
a most flourishing condition; that onr currency was 
the best in the world, and that abundance, peace 
and plenty, good morals and respect for the laws 
and the constitution, prevailed all over the land. 


Such, reader, was our condition, when the re- 
trenchers made us the splendid and alluring pro- 
mises above named. They were told all these 
things, and warned that safe policy required that 
‘well enough should be let alone.” But they re- 
plied, that good as our condition was, it should, in 
every respect, be rendered infinitely better, if they 
were entrusted with the Government; and this, too, 
with a saving to the people, of from three to five 
millions of dollars perannum. How they have bet- 
tered our condition, we will see. 

We are not mistaken in asserting these promises 
of ‘retrenchment and reform.’ During the first 
struggle of the party for power, every Jackson press 
teemed with them, as also with declarations of the 
necessity of the great work. General Jackson him- 





self, in his inaugural address of March 4th, 1829, 
alludes to the subject in the following language :— 
“ The management of the public revenue, will, of 
course, demand no inconsiderable share of my of- 
ficial solicitude. Uader every aspect in which it 
can be considered, it would appear that advantage 
must result from the observance of a sirict and 
faithful economy ;—this, I shall aim at!! because 
it will facilitate the extinguishment of the national 
debt and counteract that tendency to public and pri- 
vate profligacy which a profuse expenditure of mo- 
ney by the Government is but too apt to engender.” 
Again, in his first annual message, delivered Dec. 
Sth, 1829, he alludes to the hobby of retrenchment, 
as follows: “I invite the attention of Congress to a 
general and minute inquiry into the condition of the 
Government, with a view to ascertain what offices 
can be dispensed with, what EXPENSES RETRENCH- 
Ep!!"—But it is needless to multiply extracts to 
prove a fact that all the country well knows. No 
one in his senses, will deny that retrenchment was 
to be the order of the day, under General Jackson’s 
administration. The extracts from his message, 
above given, show that the Great Chief considered 
himself the chosen instrument of his countrymen, 
to effect this needful reduction in the public expen- 
ses.—Yes, he was the chosen instrument of Demo- 
cracy and of Heaven, to check, counteract, and put 
an end to that wasteful extravagance of the Gov- 
ernment, which was so rapidly producing, ‘ public 
and private profligacy.’—He, it was, who by lop- 
ping off offices, cutting down salaries, dispensing 
with needless agents, and in all the management of 
the public revenue observing the strictest and most 
faithful economy, was effectually to dry up all sour- 
ces of pollution, and completely regenerate the cor. 
rupt and corrupting Government which had just 
been submitted to his care. 


Well, as we have seen and said, the people took 
him and his party at their fair promises. They re- 
moved the extravagant Mr. Adams, and on March 
4th, 1829, placed the Retrenchers in power. Ten 
years and tore, have elapsed, since they entered 
upon the performance of theirtask. And now, rea- 
der, we come to the enquiry, how have they kept 
their promise in this behalf? In answer, * let facts 
be submitted to a candid world.” 

F’rom a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
made to Congress, H. R., June 29, 1838, it appears 
that the sum total of expenditures, from March, 
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1829, to March, 1838, is two hundred and twenty 
five millions, nine hundred and forty-seven thousand 
four hundied and seventy-nine dollars.— Add to this 
the expensesof the year, ending March, 1839, since 
reported at forty millions and some odd hundreds 
of thousands; and the expenses of the current year, 
estimated by the Secretary of the Treasury at for- 
ty-one millions, and we have the aggregate expen- 
ditures, under Presidents Jackson and Van Buren, 
up to March, 1840, amounting to the enormous and 
frightful sun of two hundred and sixty-six millions 
of dollars. Mr. Adams’ administration, at his an- 
nual expenditure of twelve millions, six hundred 
thousand per annum, would have cost, for the same 
neriod of time, only one hundred and thirty-eight 
millions, six hundred thousand, showing a clear 
waste of the public money in the short period of 
eleven vears, of one hundred and twenty-seven mil- 
lions, four hundred thousand dollars; a sum almost 
equal to the debt of the revolution. 

The above data gives an average yearly expen- 
diture of $24,181,000 during the reign of Jackson, 
and thus much of Van Buren; an increase in the 
annual expenditures, over and above those of Mr. 
Adams, of eleven millions, five hundred and eighty 
one thousand dollars, or almost one hundred per 
cent. This, reader, is what the economizers have 
given us for retrenchment and economy. Com- 
ment upon such retrenching is needless; and from 


such retrenchers in our personal affairs, we would 
any of us say, without meaning to be irreverent, 


‘ good Lord deliver us.’ 


Table of expenditures of the General Government 
for each year, from March 1837, inclusive, and ex- 
clusive of payments on account of the national debt. 





Expenditures under Mr. Adams. 


1825, - - - $11,490,495 94 
1826, - - - - 13,062,316 27 
1827, - - - 12,653,095 65 
1828, - - -  - 18,296,041 45 


Expenditures under General Jackson. 
1829, - - = $12,660,460 62 


1830, - - - - 138,220,533 33 
1831, - - - 13,864,067 90 
1832, - - -  - 16,516,388 77 
1988, - - - 22,713,755 11 


1834, - - - - 18,425,417 25 
1985, - - - 17,514,950 28 
16886, - - - 30,868,164 04 


Expenditures under Van Buren. 


1837, - -- - 99,164,745 87 
1838, - - + = 40,100,000 00 
nn ho Ot Oe 41,000,000 00 


The foregoing table down to 1837, inclusive, is 
taken from a report made to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, July 28th, 1838. which may be found in 
the Congressional Globe, containing the proceed - 
ings of Congress of that date. Reader, pause over 
this table and reflect seriously and solemnly upon 
the ruinous extravagance which it discloses. 


There is clearness in the destinction drawn be- 
tween the two parties in the following article, which 
cannot but strike the reader with great force. It 
is, in truth, a struggle between the people ond the 
Executive arm of the Government,—a revival of 
Revolutionary times. ‘The same principles are in- 
volved. The only difference is, that we then had 
to contend against the executive power of a foreign 
throne; now, against the usurpations of our own do- 
mestic Republican throne! This is the issue: 





From the New York Daily Express. 
THE POINTS OF THE STRUGGLE, 

It cannot but be clear to every observing man, 
that the main point of difference between the Ad- 
ministration and the Upposition is on the subject of 
Executive power—a division of parties known in 
England by the division of Whig and Tory. The 
enlargement of the Executive power is the princi- 
pal point to which the Executive directs its efforts. 


The removal of the public deposits from the 
United States Bank to put them in the State Banks, 


condemned by the Whigs and approved by the Ad- 
ministration Party, was a great stretch of Execu- 
tive power. 

The Sub Treasury scheme for the collection of 
the Taxes by the agents of the executive, and to 
be entrusted in deposit, with these agents, is anoth- 
er yet greater stretch of the Executive Power, for 
these agents are appointed by the Executive and 
hold their power at his will. The disguised pro- 
position is to deposit the public money with him. 

The creation of vacancies to fill them with par- 
tisans was the reduction of all Federal patronage 
to the Executive Will,—and the addition of this 
power of creating vacancies and filling them at 
will, of the money power of the Nation, is yet the 
most fearful stretch of Executive power ever be- 
fore supported in this Republic. 

The appointment of Members of Congress to of- 
fice is the fortification of the exercise and usurpa- 
tionsof the Executive power. ‘I'he appointment of 
defeated candidates for popular offices to Executive 
offices, is in effect, if not in principle, a bargain, or 
the influence of corruption. The case of Mr. 
Selden defeated in the Richmond [Va.) District be- 
fore the people in an effort to get into Congress, 
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and after the defeat appointed by the Executive to 
be the ‘I'reasurer of the United States, isa flagrant 
case of apparent bargain and apparent purchase, 
showing the dangerous tendencies of Executive 
Power. The case of Mr. Ely Moore, Surveyor 
of this Port, is another case of bargain and of sale. 

The frequent use of that high prerogative of the 
Executive, the Veto power was dangerous—but 
the practice of pocketing Acts of Congress in or- 


der to prevent their being enacted into Laws in | 


spite of the Veto, was a revolutionary exercise of 
the Executive Power, subversive to the constitu- 
tion. 

The ejection of Mr. Duane as Secretary of the 
Treasury, because Mr. Duane would not surrender 
to the Executive his legal custody of, and responsibil- 
ity for, the Public money, was a fearful stretch of 
the Executive Power. 

When the framers of the Constitution created the 
Executive Power, they fortified as well as they 
could, this plume of the Constitution taken from 
the cap of Monarchy, but they did not forsee the 
growth and magnitude of the resources of the Union, 
and Federal Patronage falling upon this One Man 
Power. They made him for 13 States. 
26 States. 
People. He has sixteen millions of People. ‘They 
made him, when Steam Power was but an engine 
for acting upon matierand man. ‘They made him 
for the disbursement of five or six millions of dol- 
lars. He has nearly forty millions. ‘They made 
him for a few hundred subordinate Office Holders. 
He has 100,000 and over, Advancing as all things 
have been in our country, the One Man Power has 
had the velocity of increase, and rolled up a mag- 
nitude of proportion beyond any other influence in 
it. 

Now on all these points wo out of the Govern- 
ment differ with the party init. Exercising the 
patronage of office, they naturally see no danger 
in it, and as naturally seek to enlarge the power 
and the emoluments of it. They strive to keep 
what power they have, and to wrench more from 
the People, and we seek to give back to the Peo- 
ple much of the power they have, and by all means 
to prevent their having more. These are the points 
of the struggle. 

The Executive Power, and the Popular Power, 
are almost always the sources of dissension be- 
tween the governing and the governed. They 
commonly make two great parties every where in 


civilized countries,—always in liberal governments. | 


The struggle is hot in England now. It is going 
on in France. It is smothered, but it rumbles, 
nevertheless, in all Italy. ‘he same in substance 
is the struggle in these United States. ‘The Exec- 
utive has the offices. It wants the money. Par- 
ties range in the struggle as might be expected; 
many being duped by the assumed mask of popu- 
lar previleges the monarchical power puts on; ma- 





the powerful middling classes, and they who have 
earned any thing know they are better managers 
of their own affairs than another can be for them— 
| with the mighty host of Republicans who distrust 
| Executive Power, range themselves in opposition. 
It is the old strife in short, Whig and Tory, the 
People vs. the Monarch,--the People holding on, 
and the Monarch taking hold. 

The working of these antagonist principles con- 
vulses all society. ‘They disorder all our business 
concerns, and will, till one or the other party pre- 
vails. ‘hey are two of the most powerful princi- 
ples that can be at work in the bosom of society. 
The whole currency question is but a subordinate 
effect of the grand cause. If we give the Execu- 
tive the despotism he covets, we shall have what 
relief it will then be the interest of despotism to 
impart. Ifthe people keep what power they have 
got now, and get back what they have lost the ten 
years past, the People can take their own relief for 
themselves. Whatis to be the end of the struggle, 
or whether one party will conquer the other for 
| half a century itisimpossible to say. Hitherto the 
Executive power has prevailed over the earth.— 








He has | Mankind have always been subject to it in one 
They made him for three millions of form or another. 


But the People of this country 
are a peculiar people, who will only give up their 
_previleges after years and years, and years of pop- 
-ularstruggles. ‘The people were born Republicans, 
‘and will try todie so. ‘Their previleges are two 
‘centuries old, and it is highly probable, that only 
revolution in company with military depotism can 
take them away. But our State Governments are 
also barriers of popular Liberty against Executive 
Power. The more they multiply the more difficult 
it will be to break them down. What a calamity 
it is that the Executive of a popular Constitution, 
who should be the Father of the People. prolongs 
the convulsions of that People, and of all their 
business relations, to extort previleges and rights 
from them— which, if they are ever to be extorted, 
| he cannot have long enough to enjoy by possession! 


' 








From the N. Y. Daily txpress. 
The Sub Treasury Post Master at Mobile, 

We suppose that the Post Office system is one 
of the best living representations of the beau ideal 
of the Sub ‘Freasury, or “ Independent Treasury, ” 
except that the Post Office receives Bank Bills for 
postages whereas the Custom House and Land 
‘Sub ‘Treasury proposes to receive only gold and 
silver. The Postmaster General is the Chief of 
the Sub-Treasurers. All his Subs deposit money 
they collect in their own vaults, subject to the 
Chief ’s draft only. 

What the practical operation of the Post Office 
Sub-Treasury is, which deals only in small amounts, 
_we are every day called upon to record, in defal- 
cations, or in runnings away to ‘Texas or the Cana- 
|das. What the Custom House and Land Sub-Trea- 








ny being bought and paid for; more honestly belie- | sury is, in practice, we have secn in the operations 


ving the Executive can manage the Public money 


of Price and Swartwout, Boyd and Harris, and 


better than the people manage their own,—while | others,—for the Government by refraining to en- 
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force the enactments of the Laws upon them, left 
the cus‘ody of the public moaey in their own con- 
trol, that is, in their vaults. 

The last instance of a Post Office Sub-Treasury 
operation comes to us from Mobile, the main fact 
of the defalcation and self-appropriation of the 
Public Funds not being denied by the Washington 
Glode, but glossed over thus:— 

*“‘ We are authorized to state the facts in‘this case 
to be as follows: 

“The postmaster at Mobile called at ithe Depart- 
ment a few weeks since, and stated that he was on 
a journey for his health which had been feeble fur 
some months. On the evening of the same day he 
called on the Postmaster General at his house, and 
stated that he had been at the Auditor’s office, and 
found that a large amount of drafts had been 
drawn upon him, which he feared could not be met. 
He was asked whether he had been overdrawn.— 
He answered in the negative; but said that during 
his sickness some time ago, his agent had applied 
a portion of the funds of his office to his private 
responsibilities, and desired to know what would 
be the consequences if the drafts were not paid.— 
He was told that if a singe draft were protested, 
there would undoubtedly be a change of postmas- 
ters at Mobile; that his name would assuredly be 
presented to the President, with the facts of the 
case, and that the course of the President could 
not be doubted. He said he would return imme- 
diately and endeavor to meet the drafts, but expres- 
sed doubts of his ability to do so. ‘This is the sub- 
stance of what passed. Although the object of 
the postmaster’s call seems to be to obtain indul- 
gence, he did not directly ask it, probably because 
the language of the Postmaster General gave him 





no hope of obtaining it. 


The next morning instructions were sent to an | 
agent to go to Mobile ferthwith—if any draft was | 


protested, to take the office out of the possession | 
of the postmaster, and endeavor to secure prompt 
payment of the money due the Government.” 

The Globe uses soft lenguage here towards the 
defaulting Sub-Treasurer, but the facts admitted 
are :— 

Ast. That the Post Master used the Public Funds 
for his own purposes. 

2d. Now if this Sub-Treasurer had been the 
collector of New York, what would have prevented 
him from taking a cool million off in the Great 
Western or British Queen? ‘The penal laws pro- 
posed could not reach him after he was gone. ‘The 
Post Office system, however, which works so badly 
is prepared for the Custom Louse and Land Offi- 








ces, which have the handling of 40,000,000 of dol- 
lars. Does any rational man suppose that immense 
sums would not be lost? 

Is it business iike to trust a man with the custo- 
dy of thousands, whose note even of honor could 
not be cashed for hundreds? 

Is it consistent, when Mr. Van Buren on a tour 
from Washiogton, will not trust his own plate to 
his own household, but will deposit it in Bank, to 





propose to trust Revenues, of the country, to Office 


Holding Household, as safer deposites than the 
Banks of the country? 





Blind Leading the Blind, 
We clip the following resolutions from the pro- 
ceedings of a locofoco convention, held in Dela- 
ware county, of this State, on the 7th inst: 


“Resolved, Thata strict accountability of all pub- 
lic officers, and the increasing of their securities 
together with the addition of such other checks ag 
will more effectually secure the public moneys, are 
measures suggested by wisdom and experience 


and at this crisis can but be considered as the mos’ 
enlightened policy. 


Resolved, ‘That in our opinion this government 
can better manage and control the public funds 
through the medium of agents made directly acoun 
table, than by entrusting it to the banking institu- 
tutions, which are comparatively irresponsible, and 
which, as we have learned, during the few past 
years, too often use it to enhance their own in- 
terests, regardless of their obligations to the trea- 
sury and to the country, and thereby frustrating 
our commercial operations, much to the injury and 
prejudice of the community.” 


A fine time of day to talk about the * strict ac- 
countubility of the public officers!” after the Trea- 
sury 1s emptied, and the nation run in debt twenty 
or thirty millions of dollars by peculation and ex- 
travagance, the officers are to be more strictly watch- 
ed! ‘This is really asample of the fool’s prudence— 
‘to lock the stable door after the steed is gone.” 

‘‘But it is the old cry :—“ Secure the public mo- 
ney”’——* more effectual measures to secure the 
public monoy,”’ and how ia thie tebe done? Gen. 
Jackson took the public money out of the United 
States Bank, which, by the way, had never purloin- 
ed or spent a cent of it; and he and the party have 
been endeavoring to secure it ever since! In one 
sense of the word they have secured enough of it 
in all conscience. 





Many persons affect not to believe, that Execu- 
tive power and patronage are at work, interrupting 
the free action of the people, and bearing down up- 
on the freedom of our elections. Nevertheless, it 
is all true—every word we have said on this sub- 
ject, is true, and still the story is not half told. — 
Every nook and corner, every avenue where this 
Executive influence can penetrate is sought out, till 
the whole country is being filled with it, from Geor- 
gia to Maine. Let the reader peruse the following 
statement—-it is composed of a series of facts which 
we all know to be true; but having transpired sepa- 
rately, and with considerable time intervening, their 
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4ih, 1829, the extravagant Mr. Adams qas hurled 
from power, and the retrenchers, with their promi- 
ses of economy warm upon their treacherous lips, 
were formally and solemnly installed into his place. 
Thea, the party in power are in, upon & most so- 
lemn contract with the people, that the expenditures 
of the Government should not exceed ten millions per 
annum. But thecircumstances under which that con- 
tract was made, are peculiar,and in this investigaiion, 
should not be lost sight of. Be it remembered, that 
a large minority of the people, thought the admin- 
istration of Mr. Adams, cheap enough. They 
denied the charge of extravagance, insisting that 
twelve millions and a half per annum, was as little 
as the Government could be administered for—that 
the offer to administer it for less, was a circum- 
stance of itself, going to throw suspicion upon both 
the integrity and competency of those making t— 
that they more than half suspected, that. all the re- 
trenchers wanted, was to get themselves into place 
and power; and that, once there, it wou!d be next 
to impossible either to keep them to their promises, 
or to get rid of their services, should they prove 
treacherous. And besides all this, it was insisted 
and believed, that the administration of Mr. Adams 
was a good one,—that it was worth all it cost, and 
more ratherthanless, It wassaid,and justly too, that 
we were at peace with all nations—tranquil amongst 


ourselves—respected abroad, and happy at home. 
That our commerce, foreign and domestic, was in 


a most flourishing condition; that our currency was 
the best in the world, and that abundance, peace 
and plenty, good morals and respect for the laws 
and the constitution, prevailed all over the land. 


Such, reader, was our condition, when the re- 
trenchers made us the splendid and alluring pro- 
mises above named. They were told all these 
things, and warned that safe policy required that 
“ well enough should be let alone.” But they re- 
plied, that good as our condition was, it should, in 
every respect, be rendered infinitely better, if they 
were entrusted with the Government; and this, too, 
with a saving to the people, of from three to five 
millions of dollars per annum. How they have ber- 
tered our condition, we will see. 

We are not mistaken in asserting these promises 
of ‘retrenchment and reform.’ During the first 
struggle of the party for power, every Jackson press 
teemed with them, as also with declarations of the 





necessity of the great work. General Jackson him- 





— 


self, in his inaugural address of March h 4th, 1629, 

alludes to the subject in the following language :— 

“ The management of the public revenue, will, of 
course, demand no inconsiderable share of my of- 
ficial solicitude. Under every aspect in which it 
can be considered, it would appear that advantage 
must result from the observance of a strict and 
faithful economy; —this, I shall aim at!! because 
it will facilitate the extinguishment of the national 
debt and counteract that tendency to public and pri- 
vate profligacy which a profuse expenditure of mo- 
ney by the Government is but too apt to engender.” 
Again, in his first annual message, delivered Dec. 
Sth, 1829, he alludes to the hobby of retrenchment, 
as follows: “I invite the attention of Congress toa 
general and minute inquiry into the condition of the 
Government, with a view to ascertain what offices 
can be dispensed with, what EXPENSES RETRENCH- 
ep!!"—But it is needless to multiply extracts to 
prove a fact that all the country well knows. No 
one in his senses, will deny that retrenchment was 
to be the order of the day, under General Jackson's 
administration. ‘The extracts from his message, 
above given, show that the Great Chief considered 
himself the chosen instrument of his countrymen, 
to effect this needful reduction in the public expen- 
ses.—Yes, he was the chosen instrument of Demo- 
cracy and of Heaven, to check, counteract, and put 
an end to that wasteful extravagance of the Gov- 
ernment, which was so rapidly producing, ‘ puhlie 
and private profligacy.’—He, it was, who by lop- 
ping off offices, cutting down salaries, dispensing 
with needless agents, and in all the management of 
the public revenue observing the strictest and most 
faithful economy, was effectually to dry up all sour- 
ces of pollution, and completely regenerate the cor. 


rupt and corrupting Government which had just 
been submitted to his care. 


Well, as we have seen and said, the people took 
him and his party at their fair promises. They re- 
moved the extravagant Mr. Adams, and on March 
4th, 1829, placed the Retrenchers in power. Ten 
years and nore, have elapsed, since they entered 
upon the performance of theirtask. And now, rea- 
der, we come to the enquiry, how have they kept 
their promise in this behalf? In answer, “ let facts 
be submitted to a candid world.” 

From a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
made to Congress, II. R., June 29, 1838, it appears 
that the sum total of expenditures, from March, 
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1829, to March, 1838, is two hundred and twenty | 


—— 





Expenditures under Van Buren. 





five millions, nine hundred and forty-seven thousand! 1837, - . : $39,164,745 37 
four hundsed and seventy-nine dollars.— Add to this} 1838, - : > - 40,100,000 00 
the expensesof the year, ending March, 1839,since| 1839, ° . ‘ 41,000,000 00 


reported at forty millions and some odd hundreds | The foregoing table down to 1837, inclusive, is 
of thousands; and the expenses of the current year,| taken froma report made to the House of Repre- 
estimated by the Secretary of the Treasury at for- | sentatives, July 28th, 1838, which may be found in 
ty-one millions, and we havo the aggregate expen-| the Congressional Globe, containing the proceed- 


ditures, under Presidents Jackson and Van Buren, | 


up to March, 1810, amounting to the enormous and | 


frightful sum of two hundred and sixty-six millions 
of dollars. Mr. Adams’ administration, at his an- 
nual expenditure of twelve millions, six hundred 





thousand per annum, would have cost, for the same 
period of time, only one hundred and thirty-eight 
millions, six hundred thousand, showing a clear 
waste of the public money in the short period of | 
eleven vears, of one hundred and twenty-seven mil- 
lions, four hundred thousand dollars; a sum almost 
equal to the debt of the revolution. 

The above data fives an average yearly expen- 
diture of $24,181,000 during the reign of Jackson, 
and thus much of Van Buren; an increase in the 
annual expenditures, over and above those of Mr. 
Adams, of eleven millions, five hundred and eighty 
one thousand dollars, or almost one hundred per 
cent. This, reader, is what the economizers have 
given us for retrenchment and economy. Com- 
ment upon such retrenching is needless; and from 
such retrenchers in our personal affairs, we would 
any of us say, without meaning to be irreverent, 
* good Lord deliver us.’ 


Table of expenditures of the General Government 
for each year, from March 1837, inclusive, and ex- 
clusive of payments on account of the national debt. 











Expenditures under Mr. Adams. 


1825, - - - 11,490,495 94 
1826, - - - = 13,062,316 27 
Mee ce 4 12,653,095 65 


1828, - -  - - 18,296,041 45 


Expenditures under General Jackson. 
1820, - - - $12,660,460 62 
1830, - - - - 183,220,533 33 





SRR, isin. aes 13,864,067 90 
1682, - - - «+ 16,516,388 77 
Me 4 te Se 22,713,755 11 
16834, - - - - 18,425,417 25 
ee ae 17,514,950 28 
a re ae 


30,868,164 04 


ings of Congress of that date. Reader, pause over 
this table and reflect seriously and solemnly upon 
the ruinous extravagance which it discloses. 


There is clearness in the destinction drawn be- 
tween the two parties in the following article, which 
cannot but strike the reader with great force. It 
is, in truth, a struggle between the people and the 
Executive arm of the Government,—a revival of 
Revolutionary times. The same principles are in- 
volved. The only difference is, that we then had 
to contend against the executive power of a foreign 
throne; now, against the usurpations of our own do- 


mestic Republican throne! This is the issue: 





From the New York Jiaily Express. 
THE POINTS OF THE STRUGGLE, 

It cannot but be clear to every observing man, 
that the main point of difference between the Ad- 
ministration and the Upposition is on the subject of 
Executive power—a division of parties known in 
England by the division of Whig and Tory. The 
enlargement of the Executive power is the princi- 
pal point to which the Executive directs its efforts. 


The remeveal of the public denosil fro the 
United States Bank to put them in the State Banks, 


condemned by the Whigs and approved by the Ad- 
ministration Party, was a great stretch of Execu- 
tive power. 

The Sub Treasury scheme for the collection of 
the Taxes by the agenis of the executive, and to 
be entrusted in deposit, with these agents, is anoth- 
er yet greater stretch of the Executive Power, for 
these agents are appointed by the Executive and 
hold their power at his will. The disguised pro- 
position is to deposit the public money with him. 

The creation of vacancies to fill them with par- 
tisans was the reduction of all Federal patronage 
to the Executive Will,—and the addition of this 
power of creating vacancies and filling them at 
will, of the moaey power of the Nation, is yet the 
most fearful stretch of Executive power ever be- 
fore supported in this Republic. 

The appointment of Members of Congress to of- 
fice is the fortification of the exercise and usurpa- 
tionsof the Executive power. The appointment of 
defeated candidates for popular offices to Executive 
offices, is in effect, if not in principle, a bargain, or 
the: influence of corruption. The case of Mr. 
Selden defeated in the Richmond [Va.) District be- 
fore the people in an effort to get into Congress, 
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and after the defeat appointed by the Executive to 
be the Treasurer of the United States, isa flagrant 
case of apparent bargain and apparent purchase, 
showing the dangerous tendencies of Executive 
Power. The case of Mr. Ely Moore, Surveyor 
of this Port, is another case of bargain and of sale. 
The frequent use of that high prerogative of the 
Executive, the Veto power was dangerous—but 


der to prevent their being enacted into Laws in 
spite of the Veto, was a revolutionary exercise of 
the Executive Power, subversive to the constitu- 
tion. 

The ejection of Mr. Duane as Secretary of the 
Treasury, because Mr. Duane would not surrender 
to the Executive his legal custody of, and responsib!- 
ity for, the Public money, was a fearful stretch of 
the Executive Power. 

When the framers of the Constitution created the 
Executive Power, they fortified as well as they 
could, this plume of the Constitution taken from 
the cap of Monarchy, but they did not forsee the 
wth and magnitude ofthe resources of the Union, 
and Federal Patronage falling upon this One Man 
Power. They made him for 13 States. He has 
26 States. They made him for three millions of 
People. He has sixteen millions of People. ‘They 
made him, when Steam Power was but an engine 
for acting upon matierand man. They made him 
for the disbursement of five or six millions of dol- 
Jars. He has nearly forty millions. ‘They made 
him for a few hundred subordinate Office Holders. 
He has 100,000 and over, Advancing as all things 
have been ia our country, the One Man Power has 
had the velocity of increase, and rolled up a mag- 
nitude of proportion beyond any other iofluence in 
it. 





tMuw vu an mese points we out of the Govern- 
ment differ with the party init. Exercising the 
patronage of office, they naturally see no danger 
in it, and as naturally seck to enlarge the power 
aud the emoluments of it. They strive to keep 
what power they have, and to wrench more from 
the People, and we seek to give back to the Peo- 
ple much of ,the power they have, and by all means 
to prevent their having more. These are the points 
of the struggle. 

The Executive Power, and the Popular Power, 
are almost always the sources of dissension be- 
tween the governing and the governed. They 
commonly make two great parties every where in 
civilized countries,—always in liberal governments. 
The struggle is hot in England now. It is going 
on in France. It is smothered, but it rumbles, 
nevertheless, in all Italy. ‘The same in substance 
is the struggle in these United States. The Exec- 
utive has the offices. It wants the money. Par- 
ties range in the struggle as might be expected; 
many being duped by the assumed mask of popu- 
lar previleges the monarchical power puts on; ma- 
ny being bought and paid for; more honestly belie- 
ving the Executive can manage the Public money 
better than the people manage their own,—while 
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the practice of pocketing Acts of Congress in or- | 


52 INVESTIGATOR AND EXPOSITOR 


| the powerful middling classes, and they who have 
earned any thing know they are better managers 
of their own alfairs than another can be for them— 
| with the mighty host of Republicans who distrust 
Executive Power, range themselves in opposition. 
It is the old strife in short, Whig and ‘Tory, the 
People vs. the Monarch,--ithe People holding on, 
and the Monarch taking hold. 
| ‘The working of these antagonist principles con- 
_vulses all society. They disorder all our business 
concerns, and will till one or the other party pre- 
ivails. ‘hey are two of the most powerful princi- 
i ples that can be at work in the bosom of society. 
|The whole currency question is but a subordinate 
effect of the grand cause. If we give the Execu- 
tive the despotism he covets, we shall have what 
relief it will then be the interest of despotism to 
‘impart. Ifthe people keep what power they have 
got now, and get back what they have lost the ten 
years past, the People can take their own relief for 
‘themselves. What is to be the end of the struggle, 
/or whether one party wil! conquer the other for 
|ha}f a century itisimpossible to say. Hitherto the 
Executive power has prevailed over the earth.— 
Mankind have always been subject to it in one 
form or another. But the People of this country 
are apeculiar people, who will only give up their 
previleges after years and years, and years of pop- 
‘ularstruggles. The people were born Republicans, 
and will try to die so. Their previleges are two 
centuries old, and it is highly probable, that only 
| revolution in company with military depotism can 
take them away. But our State Governments are 
also barriers of popular Liberty against Executive 
Power. The more they multiply the more difficult 
it will be to break them down. What a calamity 





who should be the Father of the People, prolongs 
the convulsions of that People, and of all their 
business relations, to extort previleges and rights 
from them— which, if they are ever to be extorted, 
he cannot have long enough to enjoy by possession! 





From the N.Y, Daily txpress. 
The Sub Treasury Post Master at Mobile, 

We suppose that the Post Office system is one 
of the best living representations of the beau ideal 
of the Sub Treasury, or “ Independent Treasury, ” 
except that the Post Office receives Bank Bills for 
postages whereas the Custom House and Land 
Sub ‘Treasury proposes to receive only gold and 
silver. The Postmaster General is the Chief of 
the Sub-Treasurers. All his Subs deposit money 
they collect in their own vaults, subject to the 
Chief’s draft only. 

What the practical operation of the Post Office 
Sub-Treasury is, which deals only in small amounts, 
we are every day called upon to record, in defal- 
cations, or in rannings away to Texas or the Cana- 
das. What the Custom House and Land Sub-Trea- 
sury is, in practice, we have seen in the operations 
ot Price and Swartwout, Boyd and Harris, and 
‘others,—for the Government by refraining to en- 








it ie that the Fxecutive of a popular Constitution, 
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force the enactments of the Laws upon them, left 
the cus ody of the public money in their own con- 
trol, that is, in their vaults. . 

The last instance of a Post Office Sub-Treasury 
operation comes to us from Mobile, the main fact 
of the defalcation and sel{-appropriation of the 
Public Funds not being denied by the Washington 
Glode, but glossed over thus:— 

“We are authorized to state the facts in‘this case 
to be as follows: 


“The postmaster at Mobile called at the Depart- | 


ment a few weeks since, and stated that he was on 
a journey for his health which had been feeble for 
some months. On the evening of the same day he 
called on the Postmaster General at his house, and 
stated that he had been at the Auditor’s office, and 
found that a large amount of drafts had been 
drawn upon him, which he feared could not be met. 
He was asked whether he had been overdrawn.— 
He answered in the negative; but said that during 
his sickness some time ago, his agent had applied 
a portion of the funds of his office to his private 
responsibilities, and desired to know what would 
be the consequences if the drafts were not paid.— 
He was told that if a singe draft were protested, 
there would undoubtedly be a change of postmas- 
ters at Mobile; that his name would assuredly be 
presented to the President, with the facts of the 
case, and that the course of the President could 
not be doubted. He said he would return imme- 
diately and endeavor to meet the drafts, but expres- 
sed doubis of his ability to do so, ‘This is the sub- 
stance of what passed. Although the object of 
the postmaster’s call seems to be to obtain indul- 
gence, he did not directly ask it, probably because 
the language of the Postmaster General gave him 
no hope of obtaining it. 

The next morning instructions were sent to an 
agent to goto Mobile forihwith—if any draft was 
protested, to take the office out of the possession 
of the postmaster, and endeavor to secure prompt 
payment of the money due the Government.” 

The Globe uses soft lenguage here towards the 
defaulting Sub-Treasurer, but the facts admitted 
are :— 

Ist. That the Post Master used the Public Funds 
for his own purposes. 

2d. Now if this Sub-Treasurer had been the 
collector of New York, what would have prevented 
him from taking a cool million off in the Great 
Western or British Queen? ‘The penal laws pro- 
posed could not reach him after he was gone. ‘The 
Post Office system, however, which works so badly 
is prepared for the Custom House and Land Off- 
ces, which have the handling of 40,000,000 of dol- 
lars. Does any rational man suppose that immense 
sums would not be lost? 

Is it business like to trust a man with the custo- 
dy of thousands, whose note even of honor could 
not be cashed for hundreds? 

Is it consistent, when Mr. Van Buren on a tour 
from Washington, will not trust his own plate to 
his own household, but will deposit it in Bank, to 
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| propose to trust Revenues, of the country, to Office 


Holding Household, as safer deposites than the 
Banks of the country? 








Blind Leading the Blind, 

| We clip the following resolutions from the pro- 
ceedings of a locofoco convention, held in Dela- 
| ware county, of this State, on the 7th inst: 


| “Resolved, That a strict accountability of all pub- 
lic officers, and the increasing of their securities 
together with the addition of such other checks as 
will more effectually secure the public moneys, are 
measures suggested by wisdom and experience 
and at this crisis can but be considered as the mos? 
enlightened policy. 

* Resolved, That in our opinion this government 
can better manage and control the public funds 
through the medium of agents made directly acoun 
table, than by entrusting it to the banking institu- 
tutions, which are comparatively irresponsible, and 
which, as we have learned, during the few past 
years, too often use itto enhance their own in- 
terests, regardless of their obligations to the trea- 
sury and to the country, and thereby frustrating 
our commercial operations, much to the injury and 
prejudice of the community.” 


A fine time of day to talk about the “ strict ac- 
countubility of the public officers! after the Trea- 
sury is emptied, and the nation run in debt twenty 
or thirty millions of dollars by peculation and ex- 
travagance, the officers are to be more strictly watch- 
ed! This is really asample of the fool’s prudence— 
“to lock the stable door after the steed is gone.” 

‘But it is the old ery:—* Secure the puhlie ma. 
ney”——"* more effectual measures to secure the 





public money,” and how is this to be done? Gen. 
Jackson took the public money out of the United 
States Bank, which, by the way, had never purloin- 
ed or spent a cent of it; and he and the party have 
been endeavoring io secure it ever since! In one 
sense of the word they have secured enough of its?” 
in all conscience. 





Many persons affect not to believe, that Execu- 
tive power and patronage are at work, interrupting 
the free action of the people, and bearing down up- 
on the freedom of our elections. Nevertheless, it 
is all true—every word we have said on this sub- 
ject, is true, and still the story is not half told— 
Every nook and corner, every avenue where this 
Executive influence can penetrate is sought out, till 
the whole country is being filled with it, from Geor- 
gia to Maine. Let the reader peruse the following 
statement—-it is composed of a series of facts which 
we al] know to betrue; but having transpired sepa- — 
rately, and with considerable time intervening, their 
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did not strike the public attention. Look at them 
now, in mass, and let any man in his sober judg- 
ment say, if they do not furnish proof positive, that 
the President of the United States is using his of- 
fice, not with an eye single to the good of the peo- 
ple, but for the purpose ef strengthening the Ex- 


ecutive arm of the Government and of controlling 
the succession to the Presidency? 


Executive Management Illustrated, 

‘The appointment of members of Congress to 
honorable and lucrative offices, in direct violation 
of the principle upon which General Jackson came 
into office, is not the only way in which Executive 
patronage has been made subservient to party pur- 
poses. The power of appointment has been exer- 
ted in a remarkable manner towards Pennsylvania. 

Pennsylvania was one of the first States which 
gave support to General Jackson. He had her 
vote in 1824, when New York, under the influence 
of Mr. Van Buren, was opposed to his election, 
and when his pretensions were ridiculed in the Al- 
bany Argus, the mouth-piece of the Albany Re- 
gency .—In 1832, when Mr. Van Buren was nomi- 
nated as Vice President, the honest yeomanry of 
the Keystone State could not be brought over to 
his support, and they cast their votes for William 
Wilkins, of Pittsburg. The thirty votes of Penn- 
sylvania, in spite of the influence of General Jack- 
son, were against Martin Van Buren—and it was 
necessary to overcome this opposition to the desig- 
nated successor of the President. 

The Federalists had been flattered by the ap- 
pointment of James Buchanan in 1831, as Minis- 
ter to KuSssia,—a gentleman distinguished by his 
opposition to the late war with Great Britain, and 
his aversion to the name of Democracy. Some- 
thing must be done for Mr. Wilkins, the opponent 
of Mr. Van Buren in 1832. Although a member 
of the U.S. Senate, the rule was dispensed with, 
and Mr. Wilkins was in 1834 appointed Minister 


~ to Russia upon the resignation of Mr. Buchanan,— 
2S@ and Mr, Buchanan took the place of Mr. Wilkins 


it the Senate. 

By this appointment, and that of George M. 
Dallas to the same office in 1837, upon the return 
of Mr. Wilkins, another section of the party in 
Pennsylvania was conciliated. ‘The Mission to 
the Emperor Nicholas has thus been filled by three 
persons from Pennsylvania, has been Secretary of 
Legation during most of that time. 

George Wolf, elected Governor of Pennsylvania 
in 1832, was a friend to the Tariff, to Internal Im 
provements and Public Schools; but he was oppo 
sed to the election of Martin Van Buren as Vice 
President in that year. These sins were not to go 
unpunished. _ In 1835 Henry A. Mulenburgh was 
put up in opposition to Gen. Wolf, and so deter- 
mined were his supporters to get rid of the Gover- 
nor, that they persisted in the hopeless support of 


Mr. Mublenburgh, and therefore accomplished the ! 
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Mr. Wolf’s friends were indignant, but the power 
of the President came in, and they were, in some 
measure, conciliatéd by his appointment as First 
Comptroller of the Treasury in 1837—an_ honora- 
ble office, with a salary of $3500. 

All was now quiet again to appearance. Geo. 
Wolf was snug again to appearance. Richard 
Rush, an anti-mason, one of his bitter foes, had 
gone to Englanc to look after the Smithson legacy, 
ander an appointment by the President at about 
$5000 a year! But the election for Governor was 
to come on in 1838. Mr. Muhlenburgh aad his 
friends would urge his pretensions. The friends 
of Gov. Wolf would oppose him, and Mr. Ritner 
would be re-elected. In this state of things Mr. 
Muhlenburgh was appointed onthe newly created 
Embassy to the Emperor of Austria, (because he 
could talk Dutch!) and the danger of his running 
for Governor obviated. Gov. Wolf, seeing his bit- 
ter enemy rewarded by so high a boon, indignantly 
profferred his resignation of the office of Comptrol- 
ler—and all was again inconfusion. Bur Execv- 
TIVE MANAGEMENT SETTLED THE BUSINESS, Mr. 
Barker, the Collector of Philadelphia, an office 
worth $4000, (besides perquisites,) was induced to 
resign—Goy. Wolf was appointed Collector, and 
Mr. Barker was translated to the Comptrollers of- 
fice at Washington, and so the breach was healed! 
This one instance is sufficient to show how effices 
are distributed to serve the purposes of party. 

How patronage has been brought to bear upon 
Pennsylvania, may be seen by the following list of 
appointments from that State to office under the 


General Government, not including those who must 
of course be taken from the State: 


1831. James Buchanan, Minister to Russia.— 
Salary, $9000— $9000. 
6 Jobn Randolph Clay, Secretary of Lega- 
tion. Salary, $2000. 
1833, W. J. Duane, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Salary, $6000. 
6 Geo. B. Porter, Governor, of Michigan 
Territory. Salary, $2000. 
1834. W. Wilkins (M. C.) Minister to Russia. 
Salary, $8000—outfit $9000. 
1836. John Randolph Clay, Charg’d Affairs do. 


Salary, $450g—outfit $4500. 
*¢ Jesse Miller (M. C.) Ist Auditor of the 
Treasury. Salary, $3000. 
*¢ Richard Rush, agent to London, Smith- 
son Legacy. Salary, $5000. 
Geo. .M. Dallas, Minister to Russia.-— 
Salary, $9000 —outfit, $9000. 
Wm. W. Chew, Secretary of Legation to 
Russia. Salary, $2000 
“ Benjamin Rush, do. 
Salary $2000. 
Geo. Wolf, Comptroller of the Treasury. 
Salary, $3500 
James N. Barker, do do 
Salary, $3500. 


to England 


1838. 
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“ Henry A. Mublenburgh, (M. C.) Minis- 


ter to Austria. Salary, $9000. 

«“ John R. Clay, Secretary of Legation.— 
Salary, $2000, 

“ Henry D. Gilpin, Solicitor of the Treas- 
Treasury. Salary, $3c00.Q 


Total, 4 ministers plenipotentiary, 1 charge’d 
affaires, 1 territorial governor, 1 secretary of the 
treasury, 4 secretaries of legatior, 1 agent of claims, 
1 auditor, 2 comptrollers of the treasury, 1 solicitor 
of the treasury. An-OxtervaLt Jackson Man. 

Now, the politicians above named, were leading 
partizans in Pennsylvania.—They stood at the 
head of different factions. How completely did 
the President buy them up and hush all their inter- 
nal dissentions. We use this phraseology, harsh as 
it is, because the circumstances completely justify 
it. Noone will pretend that all these men were 
appointed to office from Pennsylvania because 
of their peculiar fitness, and that these changes 
were made for the public good.--No such motive 
existed.—It was to reconcile them, to buy them 
up--the appointments were made, to collect and 
concentrate a PRESIDENTIAL power in Pennsyl- 
wania that should render that State certain for 
“ the party.” Let the reader go back and re-peruse 
the statement.—Let him examine it honestly, and 
candidly answer the question, whether such Execu- 
tive juggling, such abuse of the appointing power, 
is not dishonorable to the Republic,-—odious and 
profligate in the extreme? 
aa British influence and Banks. 

During the great agitation for *€-chartering the 
United States Banks, one of the strongest argu- 
ments held up as a terrorum, was, that much of the 
stock was owned in England, and that we should 
be under British influence by its re-charter. This 
was a great hobby with the patent democracy of 
the land, and like an echo, was heard to respond 
from every mouth Where are we now !—These 
very brawlers about British influence and British 
monopoly, have, within the last three years, bor- 
rowed more English capital than was ever done be- 
fore. American bonds of millions upon millions, 
have been sold in the London Stock-Jobbing mar- 
ket; and so glutted bas that market become, with 
our pure Democratic ‘‘ promises to pay,” that their 
bonds have been sold under their par value, and 
others again could not be sold at all. These trans- 
actions involve two positions denounced by the 
party,—British influence, and “ those ought to fail 
who trade on borrowed capital.” Our whole 
Government is now trading on borrowed capital, 
and much of that foreign capital. Some people 
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seem to dread danger most farthest off, and their 
greatest fearsare in anticipation. When English 
capitalists held comparatively but a small portion 
of American stock, these Federal Loco-Focos af- 
fected to be wonderfully alarmed—now they have 
more than TEN MILLIONS, and they are as calm 
as mice in a cheese. If there ever was cause for 
alarm on account of British influence, there is more 
to be apprehended now, than at any formerjperiod. 
Every one knows what an influence a creditor bas 
over his debtor—how great a power may be exer- 
cised thereby.—We know—every manknows that 
the British don’t accommodate us with their money 
because they lovq-ws, or have respect for our Gov- 
ernment ; but they find they can speculate upon us, 
and at the same time, hold over our heads a rod, or 
sort of talisman,that must have its influence in our 
national affairs. 

All classes of citizens now begin to feel the bane- 
ful effects of the Loco-Foco war upon the Banks, 
Men of great enterprise, industry, and even of 
wealth, have, many of them, been compelled to 
stop payment—to cease the business in which hun- 
dreds of laboring men have been employed, by 
which they were enabled to provide for themselves 
and families, Public works and improvements are 
being stopped, bringing into idleness a vast num- 
ber of laborers, who, if they cannot find honest em- 
ploymént, will often resort to vicious courses, per- 
nicious to themselves, and destructive to the mor- 
als and harmony of society, It is urged, that in this 
country, abounding in the greatest possible variety 


of occupations, no one need be idle, nor long out 
of employment—that the genius of the American 


people is so versatile, that they can turn their hand 
to any thing.--If they can’t get work in brass or 
iron, why they can work in wood ; and if they can’t 
shove the jack-plane, they can handle the trowel or 
spade,—and if these should fail,they can resortto the 
axe, the hoe, or the plough. This is all true of the 
character of our countrymen ; but then, the labor 
of the forest or the field becomes overstocked: The 
paralization of trade, produced by this tinkering 
with the currenc}—this cessation of public im- 
provements, affects alike the husbandman, the me- 
chanic and the merchant—the three great pillars 
upon which stand all our prosperity, wealth, and 
domestic happiness. By this operation, agricul- | 
ture and manufactures are cripple¢——internal trade 
oppressed,—industry is every where giving way to 
universal apathy and dismay. The mischiefs are 


not yet balf realised—half enumerated, 
This Loco-Foco bumbuggery and flummery about 


the Banks, from the beginning to the ending, is like 
a series of incantations, by asorcerer, exactly ad- 
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dressed to the engrossing passions of those whohave 
neither the time nor leisure to examine this ques- | 
tion for themselves. They profess to destroy one 
great monopoly by opening the door to a new in- 
stitation, io the shape of a Sub-Treasury, in which 
sO many may in time, have ashare,—at all events, 
the dear people are promised it, and who dare dis- | 
pute such fine promises! 
made fools of many, who might otherwise have em- 
ployed what little sense they have, in sustaining 
the interests of the Union; but they have been de- | 
luded, but we hope not irretrievably, We do not | 


dispair of seeing this odious scheme put down by 
the good sense of the people. fy 


This idea has, doubtless, 





Frrenps anp Fetiow-Cirizens: 
We are now on the eve of another fall election. | 
_in a few days more we shall be called upon, in the 
ordinary course of our duties as American citizens, | 
to speak through the ballct-boxes, and say whether | 
we will] uphold and sanction the misrule, peculation, | 
bribery, corruption and profuse waste of public mo- | 
ney, under which our country is now groaning, or | 
whether, so far as in our power, the spoilers shall | 
be hurled from the high places they have attained | 
in our national councils by false pretences and pro- | 
fessions. ‘The present party in power, have, ina | 
great measure, attained their popularity and power, | 
by the adoption of the word Democrat, and thus | 
speciously deceiving the honest democratic yeo- | 
manry of the country. It shal! be a part of my du- | 
ty, at thistime, to demonstrate to you, that * MAR- | 
TIN VAN BUREN AND HIS COADJU ORS, | 
ARE NOW, AND ALWAYS HAVE BEEN, FE- 
DERALISTS OF THE WORST KIND.” 

When Martin Van Buren was a member of the | 
New York Senato in 1914, “be vppused tne rais-| 
ing of troops to defend our country against her ene- | 
mies, as recommended by Governor Tompkins, in 
aid of the last war.”—See the Senate Journals of 
that State, September 1814. 

He voted, and used his influence against extend- 
ing universal suffrage to the peoole of that State.— 
(See the report of the proceedings of the Conven- 
tion to amend the Constitution of New York, pages 
277, 283, 284.) 

He voted against electing Justices of the Peace; 
remarking, “ that the further power was removed 
from the people the better.” (Sce same report, pa- 
ges 321 and 322.) 

- He voted to extend the right of suffrage to people 
of color, (See the same report, pages 134, 190, 
and 202. 

{n the United States Senate, he voted to grant 
exclusive privileges to merchants and traders in ta- 
king the benefit of the bankrupt law. (See Senate 
Journal of February 5, 1827. 

_ He voted against settlement and pre-emption 
sights of emigrants. (See the same of April 17 and 
21, 1828. 

He gave his casting vote in favor of the censor- 
thip gag law. (Sce the same of April, 1836.) 
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He voted against the bill to improve the navi- 
gation of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. (See 
the same of May 19, 1824. 

lie voted against the act to continue the Cum. 
LY sates (See the same of February 24th, 
1825.) 

I have Lere shown you, by nine of his votes, in 
the New York Senate—in the Convention to amend 
the Constitution of that State, and in the United 
Siates Senate, embracing a period of twenty-four 
years, from 1814 to 1836, that he isa FEDERAL- 
IST, and the enemy of the poor working man, as 
equally as the enemy of all internal improvements, 
and also opposed to the best interests of the west- 
orn pioneer and farmer, and would, if he could, have 
raised the negro to the same level of ourselves, not- 


withstanding his hypocritical cant to the contrary. 


And yet his administration is impudently styled a 
democratic one, and he, himself, called a democrat. 
General Jackson rode into power becanse he told 
the people that he would reform the Government 
and bring it back to its original purity, and admio- 
ister it upon the same pure and patriotic principles 
that the illustrious Jefferson had done. How far 
he redeemed his pledges given to the people, you 
all know, or ought to know, as well as! can tell you; 
no sooner was he made President, than by his prac- 
tice, did he unequivocally give the lie to all his high 
sounding professions. While Jefferson was Presi- 
dent, if anv man made application for an office, he 
used to ask, “is he a faithful and honest man?”— 
But when Jackson became President, he asked * is 
he a thorough going party man?” Martin Van Bu- 
ren then succeeded him, with the unequivocal decla- 
ration that he would follow in the * footsteps of his 
illastrious predecessor,” and so Le has, until he has 
brought our country to the very verge of ruin, ang, 
would even nowggake us by the nose and force the 
odious Sub-Treasury down our throats a8 the ulti- 
matum of his intriguing designs. 

Noiv, fellow-citizens, we all know, and some of 
us to our surrow, that the Gevernment, since its ad- 
ministration has been committed into the hands of 
Jackson and Van Buren, that it has been prostitu- 
ted and made a mere machine to accomplish and 
carry out the vile and degrading purposes of rene- 
gado and federal demagogues, and that too, under 
the specious and imposing name of democracy. If 
we, eitlier from supiness, or a false confidence in our 
strength in this county and district, or a want of pa- 
triotisn enough to come up boldly to the work and 
rescue the nation, suffer our elections to be carried | 
by the * spoilsmen” this fall, we shall stand plainly 
culpable as accessory to the ruin and desolation 
that is now stalking abroad through the land. Let 
us then rally at our approaching election and place 
our seal of reprobaticn upon the ‘tory spoilsmen” 
who openly and unblushingly advocate the doc- 
trine, * that to the victors belong the spoils.” 


Freemen of Miami county, shall it be said by 
our enemies and the enemies of our country, 
“ we have met them and they are ours?” For one, 
Isay no. [t is high time, then, that we arouse ang 
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see that io Federalist shall be spaenlet? to to hold| of light-houses; Tet them turn out upon the world 
an Office in this county and district; for all such are some of their wide-moathed partisaus, instead bed 








now, and have been for the last twelve years, the | 


pliant tools of Jackson and Van Buren. And fur- 
ther, [ say to you as friends, it is high time that we 
take back and adopt our own proper cognomen, th ty 


of “ Democratic Republican,” of whic h we supinely | 
allowed the ‘Tories to rob us, and with which they 
liave done so much mischief. Let then the whole 
Democratic Republican Whig party come up to the | 
rescue and all may be well. 

A MIAMI FARMER. 





The following remarks upon the proposition to 


“ retrerich, ” in order to meet the losses suffered 


by the government from peculation are appropriate 
and well worthy of perusal and being remembered. 

Instead of cutting down light houses and stop-. 
ping the pay of pensioners, &c., why not turn out 


of employ, the public functionaries who have suf- 


fered the people’s money to be stolen and carried 


away by thieves and robbers? 


Sir, the immense peculations of Swartwout, 
Price, and others, or rather the exposure of them, 


has alarmed the Administration. 


They propose to make up the losses by retrench- | 
And what do you suppose are to be the 
What 
branches of the public service are to be lopped off 
on account of the licentious rapacity of the office- 


ment. 
subjects of this new and sudden economy ? 


holders 2? I feel to indignant too tell you. 


Look into the report of the Secretary of the 
Well, sir, what 
are they? Pensions, harbors, and light houses. — 


Treasury, and you will find out. 


Yes, sir, these are recommended as proper sub 
jects for retrenchment. First of all, the scarred, 
veterans, of the Revolution are to be deprived of 
a portion of the scanty pittance doled out to them, 
by the cold charity of the country. How many of 


them will you have to send forth as beggars upon 
the very soil which they wrenched from the hand 
to make up the robberies 2? How ma- 
ny harbors will it take—thiose improvements dedi- | 


of tyranny, to 


cated no less to humanity than to interest; those | 
nests of commerce, to which the canvass- -winged 
birds of the ocean flock for safety? How many. 
light-houses will it take 2 How many of those | 
“bright eyes of the ocean,” as my friend from Vir- | 
ginia beautifully calls themare to be putout? How} 


many of those faithful sentinels who stand along | 


our rocky coast, and, peering far out in the dark- | 
ness, give timely warning to the hardy mariner 


where the lee-shore threatens—how many of these |} 


I ask, are to be discharged from their humane ser- 
vice? Why, the proposition is almost impious. — 
I should as soon wish to put out the stars of heaven. 

Sir, my blood boils at the cold-blooded atrocity 
with which this Administration proposes thus to sac- 
rifice the very family jewels of the country to pay 
for the consequences of its own proflicacy, If they 


wish to retrench, let them abandon offices instead 





‘the soldiers of the Revolution. 

Mr. Chairman, | have done; | had intended to 
notice other portions of the Mcssage, but shall defer 
it; for | have already taxed the patience of the 
| com mittee. I shall vote in the House for an inves- 
‘tigation, though I do not expect much from it, 
My hope i is in an investigation by a higher authori- 
ty than this House—by the People. “The evil of 


| the time lies not in particular cases, but in the 
| principles of the party. 
lit. 


Legislation cannot reach 
It is a radical evil, and the People aloue can 
cure it. That they will do so, and in the only way 
it can be done, by achange of rulers,1 haveva 
high and holy confidence. ‘This Administration 
has eaten,like a cancer,so far into the institations of 


the country, that unless the remedy be soon applied, 


it will be too late. Ido most conscientiously be- 
lieve that if the present dynasty is continued in 
power, constitutional liberty cannot survive. Al- 
ready our institutions are half corrupted. Already 


‘anarchy and despotism are leagued together against 


the Constitution and the laws. Let him who doubts 
it look at the proceedings in a neighbor State, and 
the conduct of the Federal Executive in relation 
thereto. 

Let Mr. Van Buren be re-elected, let him continue 
to be guided by the councils of Mephistophiles and 
Asmodeus, the two familiars who are ever at his 
elvow—those lords, the one of letters and the one 
of lies—and it will not be long that this mighty 
Hall will echo to the voice of an American Rep- 
resentative. This Capitol will have no other uses 
than to attract curiosity of the passing traveller, 
who, in melancholly idleness, will stop to inseribe 
upon one of these massive pillars, “Here was a 
Republic!” 


INFAMY THE ROAD TO OFFICE, 

We publish the following from the Eastern Argus 
of Maine, to show our readers the tone and spirit 
of the Locofoco Press. I: is not in a single instance, 
nor ina single paper, that such whitewashing and 
bedaubing over public officers, can be found. The 
Tory Press is full of it, from the Washington Globe 
down to the most trifling Van Buren sheet in the 
country. fundreds of well meaning citizens read 





‘thern and read nothing else—hence many of them 


are made to believe that the administration is per- 
secuted and maltreated without cause. After what 
has been published in former numbers of this work - 
concerning Mr.Woodbury’s official conduct, a masst 
of facts drawn from under his own hand and seal, 
let the reader peruse the following, and restrain his 
especial wonder and indignation if he can. 
‘* From the Eastern (Me.) Argus. 
LEVI WOODBURY. 

“If Mr. Woodbury does not ultimately succeed 

to the Presidency, it will not be the fault of the 
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Federal press. The Opposition editors are pursu- 
ing him with very much the same recklessness and 
malignity with which they pursued Gen. Jackson 
and Martin Van Buren. They abuse him, too, no 
doubt for a similar reason. His fidelity and ability 
are obnoxious to them. ‘They cannot forget his 
successful management of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, in spite of all the efforts of their party to 
embarrass him, and hence they hate him as Shylock 
hated Antonio, because he is a Christian, and go 
vn constantly raising him by their calumny, in the 
estimation of the People. For this Mr. Woodbury 
should fee] much obliged to them, while he gives 
due credit to their malignant motives. Their cen- 
sure and reproaches he can well bear-—nay, they 
furnish the surest evidence of his Republican char- 
acter. Let the opposition therefore, continue their 
incessant attacks upon him.—Let them go on de- 
nouncing him at every turn, and for every measure ; 
and let their presses, little and great, echoing the 
rant of the Murderer, Wise, bark themselves hoarse 
with their coademnation of his acts. Let them say 
any thing and every thing acarmsr him, but let 
them, we beg, say nothing in his favor. Let him 
be spared the bitter reproaches of their sycophantic 
adulation! ‘To be praised by bad men is to incur 
the suspicion of the good ones; while the maledic- 
tions of the corrupt generally exalt their object to 
the good opinion of community. When did the 
federalists speak weil of an honest and free hearted 
Democrat? When did they fail, on the contrary, 
to load such a one with contumely and abuse?— 
And when, too, did the people ever finally ratify 
their decision? When did the community ever re- 
fuse to do honor to those whom the Opposition per- 
secuted? How was it with Jefferson, and Madison, 
and Jackson, and Van Buren— were not all hunted 
long .and eagerly by tho ban-doge of the Federal 
party, and did they uot all nevertheless, gloriously 
triumph? And how shall it be with Levi Woodbu- 
ry and Amos Kendall, who have drawn down upon 
themselves the whole torrent of Opposition abuse? 
How shall it be, did we say? How is it with them? 
They occupy at this monent no common place in 
the public esteem, and will inevitably continue to 
stand high among those, whom the people will de- 
light to honor.” 


So, Mr. Woodbury is to be persecuted into the 
Presidency! -His “ fidelity and ability are obnox- 
ious to the Whigs!” “His successful manage- 
ment of the Treasury Department!!” We feel 
disposed to recapitulate some of the acts of Mr. 
Woodbury’s “ fidelity and ability;” but before we 
do so, beg leave to offer some remarks upon a col- 
lateral point. 

Has the reader noticed the GENERAL terms in 
which the above extract isclothed? ‘There is noth- 


ing in it specific or definite. And this is character- 
jstic of all the articles, in all the Van Buren papers, 
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its leading members. They never deesend into 
particulars. They dare not go iato a detailed ex- 
amination of the acts of a single officer whose of- 
ficial conduct has been questioned. Not one word 
can you get a Van Buren paper to publish of all 
he official correspendence of Mr. Woodbury with 
the receivers of public money, or of his transactions 
with the collectors at New York. It is so in re- 
gard to the other officers. Nothing is said in the 
Van Buren Press of their parTicuLar acts and do- 
ings-—their cenduct is never examined. Right or 
wrong it is APPROVED and APPLAUDED in positive— 
but mark you, always in GENERAL terms, Hence 
we have it from the Editor above quoted; Mr. 
Woodbury’s “ fidelity and ability ”—his “success- 
ful management of the Treasury Department "— 
“his Republican character” &c. &c!! We retarn 
now to some of the facts in regard to Mr. Wood- 
bury’s “ ability and fidelity.” 

In the first place we affirm that the official char- 
acter of Mr. Woodbusy is totally and in every par- 
ticular the reverse of that whichis here given him: 
and for the proofs of our assertion let the facts in 
his case be submitted. And what are these facts? 
The first is, that when Mr. Woodbury took charge 
of the Treasuy Department, the Nation was out of 
debt, and the Treasury was full and overflowing, 
with the people’s money. This is a fact which no 
man pretends to dispute. Mr. Woodbury had a 
fair start-—he had a fair opportunity of showing at 
least his “ fidelity” and what ought we to expect 
from such a beginning of a man of ability and fidel- 
ity? What would, in all fairness, be considered 
 suceessful management?” Every honest man 
will answer, that he should at least keep the Trea- 
sury in as good and sound condition as he found it 
And more especially should he do this, when the 
revenues have not been cut short, and there has 
been neither war pestilence nor famine, or any 
thing else to cousume the public purse. Buthas 
he done so? Far from it, fellow citizens, every 
dollar in the Treasury was exasted long ago; and 
under the administration of this same Levi Wood- 
bury, this man of “fidelity and ability” the Na- 
tion has been run in debt nearly thirty millions of 
dollars! This is the second fact; it is notortous, 
and we challenge any man to refute it. Now we 
ask if there must not be a strange obliquity of the 
moral sense in any man, or in the Press, to cry out 








jn all they have to say of the administration and! persecution, because we relate these facts, and 
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hold them up for the examination and considera- 
tion of the people. And what is the character of 
that Press, which will praise a man thus circumstan- 
ced—that will speak of his “ability and fidelity,” 
and of his successful management of the Treasu- 
ry!!” But we stop not here. Let reason and 
common honesty draw some conclusions from these 
premises. We are now without a dollar, and have 
incurred a debt of near thirty millions! We wish 
the farmers and the laboring classes of community to 
examine this subject. How is it, that ‘his strange 
and ruinous reverse has taken place? What has 
caused such a change? Ought we not to know? 
Have we not a right to enquire, nay, is it not our in- 
terest? Surely itis. What, then has been the 
cause? We answer and answer boldly and with- 
out fear of successful contradiction, that ExTRAVA- 
GANCE and PecwLATION have been the cause, and 
the only cause. To show this position to be correct 
let us examine the matter in detail.— And first, has 
there been any physical evil in the land? Not at 
all.—Nature and Providence have been bountiful— 
In a national point of view, health has been good, 
crops have been abundant and prices high. We 
look in vain, then, to this source, for any just or ad- 
equate cause. Well, has their been any foreign 
war or any great or unexpected call upon the Na- 
tional Treasury? We all know there has not. A 
kind of “make believe” war has been kept up witha 
band of savages in the South; but, we have been, 
an are at peace. Where then shall we look forthe 
cause, not only of the total exhaustion of a flowing 
Treasury; but for the accumulation of this debt of 
thirty millions? All will acknowledge there must 
be some cause. Where isit, and what is it? Is it 
in the drying up, or failure of the accostomed rev- 
enues of the country? Ifso, what portion of the 
public revenue has been cut short? But it is time 
wasted to pursue this point:—We all know that the 
revenues of the country are flush and untrammeled; 
and that they are abundant, more than abundant, 
if honestly tusbauded, literally to supply all the le- 
gitimate wants of the Government. 

Mr. Woodbury, then, is without excuse—he has 
had no evils to contend with—the money is gone, 
and there are no just causes why it should be gone. 
We are sadly in debt and, there is not a shadow of 
excuse for it!! Peculation and extravagance, we 
repeat, are the causes, and the only causes, of this 
great and ruinous change. We can come tono 
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other conclusion; ,and the more especially so, be- 
cause we know from documents, and reports, and 
testimony taken under oath, and from Mr. Wood- 
bury’s own correspondence, that several millions of 
dollars have been irretrievably and forever lost to 
the country, either by his incompetency or his gon- 
nivance atthe fraud. These things have deen 
partly published in the preceeding numbers of this 
work—more of them will be furnished as we pro- 
ceed. 

Mr. Woodbury’s “ successful management of the 
Treasury” may be illustrated by a scene in private 
life. A son succeeds to the inheritance of his fa- 
ther’s, a rich and uniocumbered estate. Under the 
pretence of “retrenchment and reform” he turns 
away all the old servants and commences all things 
anew. A few years elapse, and he has spent all and 
is in debt to every man in the country. So with 
Mr. Woodbury’s “ successful management.” He 
has managed to‘get rid of all the money.—He has 
has managed to rnn deeply in debt; and he is now 
we believe in Wall Street, New York, huxtring 
with Brokers and Shavers managing to keep his 
empty Treasury from collapsing. 

The following summary of Boyd’s defalcation, is 
taken from Mr. Prentiss’ speech of last winter in 
Congress. The facts therein discfosed are not de- 
nied, yet “the party” shuffle round them, and 
still persist that they are Jeffersonign Democrats 
and the best guardians of the people’s tights and-the 
people’s money. 

We cannot treat the account given by Mr. Gares- 
che in that piquant manner in which Mr. Prentiss 
found it appropriate to treat it in his speech before. 
We look upon it in a more serious light. We eon- 
sider it and the circumstances connected with it, 
as evidence not only of great profligacy, but of 
direct and positive corruption on the part of Mr. 
Woodbury and every other office connected with 
the transaction. Let the candid reader peruse the 
account and ask the question to himself, if officers 
who could thus chaffer and apologise, in regard to 
open violations of trust and duty ought longer to 


be continued in the public service? Yet Mr. 
Woodbury iscontinued in the employment of the 
Treasury, and is the confidential friend and advi- 
ser of Mr. Van Buren. 


The next defaulter whom I shall mention was 
Boyd the successor of Harris, a “follower in the 
footsteps.” In little better than six months after he 
had been in office, we find the following account of 
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his fidelity, it is extracted from the report of one !be found in the Republic than that which is the 
V. M. Garesche, who was sent out by the Secreta- | subject of this vile libel. Why, sir, | do not believe 


ty to. examine the. condition of the land offices.— | there is a citizen of that community, who would 
It is dated 14th June, 1837. In relation to Boyd, | not spurn, with honest and indigoat scorn, the prof- 
he says: ligate sentiments of this self-constituted “ censor 


“The account of the receiver, which I bave | morum,” 
made out and transmit herewith, presents against) No, sir, it was that looseness of political morali- 
hima balance of $55,865 54, His own account| ty which marks the party in power, which more @s- 
makes it $53,272 73; is also annexed. His as- | pecially illustrates the official conduct of the Sec- 
sets, of which | also send you the list, amount to| retary of the ‘Treasury, that induced Boyd to em- 
$61,549 98, ruding the land at $1 25 only, but bezzle the public property. 
might probably realize double the amount. ‘he| And he did it with a vengeance. His accounts 
man seems really penitent; and 1 am inclined to| exhibited his defalcation as’ of some $50,000 or 
think, in common with his friends, that he is hon- $60,000 in money. But it was a more splendid rob- 
esty;and has been led away from his duty by the bery than this: it was of some 28,000 acres of the 
example of his predecessor, and a certain loose-| public domain, which, by virtue of his office, he 
ness in the code of morality which here does not | transferred to himself, without ever paying for it a 
move in so limited a circle as it does with us at| singe dollar. Sir, this was a bold operation; most 
home. Another receiver would probably follow in| of the appropriators of other people’s property pre- 
the footsteps of the two. You will not, therefore, | fer personal chattels—something which can be con- 
be surprised if I recommend his being retained, | cealed, and if necessiry, tuken across the waters. 
in preference to another appointment; for he has his | But ‘there be LAND Rats as well as water rats; ” 
hands full now and will not be disposed to} and Boyd, it seems, wasa land rat. What a huge 
speculate any more, He will have his bond sign- | slice he cut from the puolic loaf !—28,000 acres of 
ed Ly the same surities and forwarded in a few days| land! Why it is more than a Germano principality. 
to Washington; this speaks favorably. He has, | The Norman robber, when he divided out the broad 
moreover, pledged his word that, if retained he| lands of merry Elgland, gave not to his haughty 
will strictly obey the law, AND RECEIVE NOTHING | barons such wide extent of wood and field. Who 
BUT SPECIE IN PAYMENT FUR LANDS. He tells me| would not be the feudatory of this Administration, 
that he is about selling a great portion of his lands; | when the tenure is so easy, and the reward would 
that and some other negociation will enable him to | constitute materials for a dukedom? 
discharge a large portion of his debt tothe United| Sir, the Secretary deserves impeachment for this 
States before the expiration of the present quarter. | case alone. Why has he not proceeded to set aside 
Lenity towards him, therefore, might stimulate ex- | the illegal and false titles to these lands? The re- 
ertion which severity might perhaps paralyze. 1) ceiver never had a shadow of right to them. Yet 
have in the mean time, ENJOINED THE CLOSING oF | his pretended title has heen recognized, and por- 
THE LAND OFFICE UNTIL THE BOND IS COMPLETED | tions of the land is now being sold by the officers 
AND RETURNED. No LAND HAS BEEN S0LD since | of the Government,as the property of the delinquent. 
THE 28th uLTimo.” After this extensive land-piracy what does the 

Sir, who but a profligate pander could have writ | Secretary do? Does he, with virtuous indignation, 
\ ten the above? Who but a political bawd could| turn him out of office? No, sir. He permits him 
: have received it without indignation and contempt? | to resign at leasure. ‘Two months after Garesche’s 

“ You WILL NoT BE suRPRISED if [ recommend | report, he writes him as follows: 


his being retained ;” “FoR HE HAS HIS HANDS FULL Treasury Derarrment, Ave. 8, 1837. 
Now. 


Srr: I am happy to hear of the frank and hono- 
rable course proposed in your letier of the 28th 
ultimo. It would be convenient to have the bond 
and resignation arrive here by the early part of 
September. Iam, &c. 








Qo ns err 








No; I presume the Seeretary was not surprised, 
| though an HonEsT man wou!d have been, at the 
corrupt and wicked proposition. 

| The licentious familiarity of this, as well as oth- 


er of the reports and letters to the Secretary can- LEV! WOODBURY, Secretary. 
not fail of arrousing in the breast of every pure- 


sald G. D. Boyn, Esq. Receiver, &c. 
minded man sentiments of scorn and disgust. Yes, Sir; according to the morality of the Sec- 
But, says this poly pus feeler of Levi Woodbury, ‘ait nd . 
« the man SEEMS REALLY PENITENT: and I am in.| (°t2t¥» Tesigning, after robbing the Government of 
: on PARSER; OS '™ | 28,000 or 30,000 acres of land, he is very “FRAN 
clined to think in common with his friends, THAT sin nae, 0 
WE Is HONEsT, and has been led away from his du- a 


ty by the example of his predecessor, ann AceR-| Goxtp.—'I'he moment that it was ascertained that 
TAIN LOOSENEsS IN THE CODE OF MORALITY wuicn | gold was scarce in England, and might be scarce 
HERE DOES NOT MOVE IN SO LIMITED A CIRCLE As IT | in this country, the orders was given to the recsi- 
DOES WITH Us aT Home.” Now, sir, a more infa-, vers in Illinois, to demand gold and silver. Put 
mous slander was never promulgated against an| the screws on the banks, says Mr. Benton, make 
intelligent and moral community; for a more up-| them suspend again and then the Sub-Treasury is 
right, ‘intelligent, and moral community cannot| safe.—[N. Y.Star. 
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From the Troy Morning Mail. 
Meturnh of the Prodigal Sou, 


“The Northern man with Southern principles,” | 


it seems, is to spend the summer solstice at Sarato- 
ga Springs. We do not wonder that the Albany 
Argus should feel some anxiety about the reception 
he will receive among us. A man who has sig- 
nally abused the confidence and belied the charac- 
ter of the citizens of the Empire State, is very like- 
ly to be met with more cuffs than kisses. It wil! 
require a higher power of persuasion than the life 
pensioner of the State paper possesses, to induce 
the people to fawn upon a viper that they have 
nourished in their bosoms until its fangs have stung 
them to the heart. 

Let the Argus, with its hundred eyes, look for a 
moment among the diversified classes of society, 
and see if it can find any which jusily owes Van 
Buren respect or reverence. 

He has scoffed at the embarrassment of our mer- 
chants, and prostrated the business of our manu- 
facturers. 

He has calumniated those connected with our 
banking institutions by charging them with the 
foulest frauds, and endeavoring to bring upon them 
the sweeping curse of a general bankruptcy law. 

For nearly two years his disastrous measures 
dried up the springs of honest industry,and brought 
starvation into the homes of the laboring poor. 

He paralysed the vigorous arm of the mechanic, 
and struck down the hopes of those who were about 
commencing an enterprising and useful career. 

He has filled the pockets of the usurer with mo- 
ney wrung from the necessities of the honest debtor. 

He has openly charged, in a solemn message to 
the Congress of the United States—a libel which 
will be handed down to future generations—more 
than a hundred thousand electors of his native state 
with bribery and corruption in their exercise of the 
right of suffrage—an offence which, if committed, 
would have subjected them to incarceration among 
the felons in our State prisons. 

He has insulted the feelings of the religious por- 
tion of the community, by receiving foreign infidels, 
male and female, into confidence and favor. 

He has alarmed the fears, and disturbed the re- 
pose of men of property, by the countenance he 
has extended to the worst species of agrarianism, 
and appointing to office the leaders and instigators 
of the most disgraceful and destructive riots. 

His whole administration has been a wicked and 
malignant crusade upon the rights of the people, 
and the prosperity of the north. 


He has robbed this State through the influence 
he has exerted upon the Albany Regency, of the 
benefits of a representation in the Senate of the na- 


tion, by defeating the re-appointment of the Hon. 
N.P. Tallmadge. 


He has squandered, through the prodigality and 
extravagance of his administration, that portion of 
the surplus revenue to which this State was enti- 
tled, and which, if appropriated as it should - have 
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been, would have educated every poor man’s child 
in the State of New York. 

And is it for acts like these that his servile tools 
| would have the people rush forth with congratula- 


‘tions at his approach, and scatter flowers around 


| the footsteps of the intriguing partisan? Does res- 
pect “for the station of chief magistrate” require 
this humiliation from the freemen of the north?— 
No it never ean be so—it never will be 80. Hon- 
or heaped upon the undeserving is the deepest in- 
jury to the worthy and the virtuous. Let the *fa- 
vorite son” come home and pass to his heartless 
revels and political intrigues at the Springs, in si- 
lent and scornful neglect. Let the eyes of those 
whom he had insvlently injured and basely betray- 
ed, be averted from his mousing tread. Enough 
will be left todo homage at the footstool, and shout 
hosannas in praise of the princely demagogue.— 
Power never yet lacked parasites to surround it— 
or the paltriest idol, worshippers at its shrine,— 
The time for THE PEOPLE to rejoice at the return of 
the President has not yet come. In 1841 every 
honest heart in the land will join in any demon- 
stration of joy which the Argus may propose to 
offer upon the arrival of Martix Van Buren—at 
Kinderhook. 


ee 











, PARTIALITY,. 
Remarks of a plain Farmer, 


I would ask the old and the middle aged, male 
and female, Whig and Democrat, what would you 
think of a county Auditor,in apportioning the school 
money to the several townships, if, for party pur- 
poses, he was to allow the thick settled township of 
Muskingum, that returned 616 youths $100, and 
the small township of Perry, that returned 362 
youths, $200, and the township of Knox, that re- 
turned 330 scholars, $200; but the townships of 
Cuyahoga, that returned 592 scholars, was allowed 
but $100!—and ‘all this for party purposes?——for 
the party says, ‘ the spoils belong to the victors!” 
Would not every honest man say, this auditor was 
a scurvy dog, who would thus favor his party, when 
bound by the constitution and by the law, to divide 
the money equally, according to the number of 
youth in each township? But precisely such a case, 
our Van Buren Legislature is guilty of, in appor- 
tioning our counties into districts. We have high 
authority to judge, what they would do again, if the 
people would give them the power; for there isa 
Senator to be chosen by the House, two years from 
next winter. Below, is a sample how they got 
Representatives by foul means, to elect Allen and 
turn out Ewing, four years ago; and it will clearly 
prove how they will elect him again, or some other 
one that has labored hard for the party, if they are 
permitted to do so, 

The Constitution of Ohio, article first, section 
second, says, ** That every four years, an enumera- 
tion of all the white male inhabitants above twenty 
one years of age, shall be made in such manner as 
shall be directed by law.--The number of Repre- 
sentatives shall, al the several periods of makin 
such enumeration, be paid by the Legislature, cel 
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apportioned among the several counties, according | seen that they were the sworo Guardians of the par- 
to the number of white male inhabitants above | ty instead of the people, to swindle the power into 


twenty-one years of age in each.” Now, examine 
the last apportionment bill of 1835, and judge if it 


‘the hands of the party; and we are told by their 
‘editors, that you might as well extract fire from a 


be not a violation of the Constitution: And for fear | pewter plate with a corncob, as to get the truth out 
some would doubt, that those counties that have the of a Whig. Ilence their readers are taught that 


advantage were not Van Buren counties, we give 
you the returns for Governor in the year 1834, and 
the majorities in 1836. 






































there is no truth in a Whig or in their papers; and 
if they pick up a paper or pamphlet and see that 
| it isa Whig print, they are told by their officers and 
| their editors, not to read it, nor even listen to it, for 





= 3 | pe = = itis all pack of lies. But the fact is this, if they 

a] > ° = | . . ° 
=| <* | 27/53 |S | would print the truth in their own papers, the hon- 
“) of) E18. |S > | est Van Buren wen would forsake them. If they 
lvoterss S| ° 81 Sl = <)| would come out plainly and say, their Law makers 

° . ’ rs om ® oe vf . ° 
Six Whig Co’s.| -}).* <! os | ‘| were partial to their party, and how they gave Per- 
; ‘ : ~—~ | ry and Knox four representatives, when Muskingum 
poe 4018 7491 310 | san A Cuyahoga were better entitled to 9 than they 
Cuyahoga, 5,921) 1| 957/1,497 566 were to four, and that it is wrong to give all the of- 
Belmont, 5,703! 1) 2,107|2,230) 63 fices to their party; and that there are a great many 
Cham, & Logan} 5,000} 1] 681/1,657/1,490 defaulters suffered to hold their offices when they 
T 56.953| 5 are known to be such, because they have done 
otal, mas ind Tid |much for the party and for those reasons they are 
Perry,[6V-B.co| 3,062) 2/ 1,327) 762 529 licensed to rob the public, and not only licensed, 
Knox, 3,630} 2) 1,640) 523 437 | but actually reco nmended to be reappointed to pub- 
Holmes, 2,466) 1] 896) 231 501 lic robbery &c. &c. 

Morgan, 2,835) 1| 892} 825 308; Ifthey would publish these facts, which they 
Monroe, 2,490} 1| 804] 258 511) might, with many others, the honest and many who 
Columbiana, | 6,820) 3 | 1,891)1,009 338 | are thus influenced would separate from among 
Total, 21,303) 10 them. ‘These are facts which are clearly proven. 
Muskingum, | 6,316| 1 Yet Van is withholding from us a large portion of 
Cuyahoga : 5.92] 1] the public revenue and is actually cheating the 
y op —2—__} — youth of our country out of thousands, which 
Total, 12,237 2 were granted to us by a law of Congressand guar- 
Perry, 3,062} 2 anteed by the State to our Children; for five per 
Knox, 3.630} 2 cent of the interest of this money was theirs, to 
Total, 6,692 4 give them wisdom light and knowledge! But the 


Here, we see six Whig counties, that returned 
26,953 voters, and were allowed five Representa- 
tives in the year of 1836, the winter of the election 
for State Senator; while the same number of Van 
Buren counties that returned 21,303 voters are al- 
lowed 10 in the same house; though the Whig coun- 
ties had 5,650 the most voters! yet they were 
allowed but half as many representatives in the 


Reformer’s Treasury is empty and well might our 
youth say with up lifted hands that Van Buren 1s 
A DEFAULTER TO THEM OF THOUSANDS AND TENS 
oF THOUsANDs!! D. B. 





Whig Principles, 
Be it known that the following surnmary of ob- 


jects for which the Whigs are now struggling, is 


same winter, and this was done by a majority of | [°¥ published at the head of great numbers of the 
the Democrats, the pretended guardians of the peo-| Whig papers in every section of the Union. It is 
ple’srights!! Muskingum and Cuyahoga counties | called the Wu1c Creep, and is heartily subscribed 


returned 12,237 voters and they were allowed two 
Representatives; Perry and Knox counties return- 


to by ninety nine out,of every hundred Whigsin the 


ed only 6,692 voters, but they must have roux be- Union. Whatsincere Republican can object to it. 


cause they would send us Van Buren men that we 


One Presidential Term. No Sub treasury Bank © 


may get the upper hand of the Whigs!! Here} Universal Education. Retrenchment inthe expen- 
for every 1,673 voters there was allowed one Rep-| ses of the Government. Reform of the Navy, the 
resentative. Note, 3,275 was considered the average | Treasury, and the Post Office Departments. Dimi- 


number for Representative; but the Whigs of Mus- 


nution of the President’s patronage, by making 


kingum and Cuyahoga are allowed but one Repre-| more offices elective by the People. Diminishing 


sentatives for every 6,118 voters! Holmes and 
Perry counties for 5,528 voters are allowed 3 Rep-| way. 


the patronage of the State executive in the same 
Appointment of the Secretary of the ‘Trea- 


resentatives. While the large county of Muskin-| sury and the Postmaster General by Congress and 
gum, numbering 6,316 voters, was allowed one on-| the prohibition by law of the interference of Offi- 
ly, though she returned 788 more voters than both! cers of the Federal Government in Popular elec- 
of those little Van Buren counties! But it isclearly tions. 
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THE BETTER CURRENCY, 

It is within the recollection of every intelligent 
man, that when Gen. Jackson declared war against 
the United States Bank, he solemnly promised a 
better currency; one more beneficial to the people 
at large and particularly tothe poor. At that time | 


we could go into any branch of the Bank of the | the pockets of the people of the South and West, 


United States, in any State of the Union, and pur- 
chase a draft payable at New York, or any other 
place in the United States, for half acent on the 
dollar, or $5, ona $1,000. Then Bank notes 
would pay the traveller’s expenses from one extrem- 


ity of the Union to the other without discount. |’ 


For mercantile purposes a dollar bill was worth 
only half a cent more in New York, than it was 
in Maine, Florida or lilinois, that being the rate of 
exchange from all points. Yet Gen. Jackson deter- 
mined that all was wrong, promised to furnish the 
country a better curreney, and commenced his 
course of experiments and continued them during 
his administration; and his foot-step treader, has 
continued them to the present time, say ten years 
in all; and now let us enquire, have they given us 
a better currency, as they promised, or not?— 
“TRUTH Is MIGHTY AND WILL PREVAIL,”’ and by 
that standard we will now try the currency tinkers 
and their experiments, see whether they have per- 
formed their vows, see whether it is the rich or the 
poor, the Baok monsters er the good people that 
have been the gainers by this boasted reform. 


At the commencement of Gen. Jackson’s admin- 
istration, we could purchase bills of exchange pay- 
able in New York, or elsewhere, at one half or one 
per cent, or five dollars on the thousand, and bank 
bills could then be obtained, that was current as 
gold or silver in all parts of the Union, yes, and in 
nearly all Europe and China.—Such was our circu- 
lating medium in 1829. Contrast the highly pros- 
perous condition of the circulating medium and ex- 
change of the country in 1829, with the same in- 
terests in 1839, let us look at the New York ex- 
change and bank note tables for August, 1839 
and see how the currency experiments are opera- 
ting on the people of the South and West. Ex- 
changes on New York from North Carolina and 
Savannah, are 24 to 3 per cent; Augusta, Georgia, 
3 to 4; Charlesion, 3; Appalachicola, 124 to 20; 
Mobile, 124; New Orleans, 44 ; Louisville, 4; Nash- 
ville, 7 to 8; Natchez 10 to 30; St. Louis, 4; Cin- 
einnati, 28 to3; Detroit, 4to 5 percent. The 
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»| the South and West of from $30 to $250 on every 





,| Sumes, not less than ten millions of dollars worth 








whats ranging > from 241 to 20 per cent, or from 

325 to $200 on a $1,000. Thus we see the ex- 
periments have operated asa tax of from 20 to 
$195 on every $1,000 of cash paid to New York, 
jin addition to all charges on exchanges in 1829. 
And this enormous tax is drawn indirectly from 


and paid to the rich, money dealers and Bank 
monsters of the east. But the spoils men, perhaps, 
will say, if the rich money changers and vile banks 
charge so much for bills of exchange, why do you 
not take money, Gold and Silver, to pay your debts? 
To this, we answer, the rich men and the bank 
monsters have horded the gold and silver and flood- 
ed the country with bank paper, so that specie can- 
not be obtained to pay our eastern debts, and if 
we carry our bank paper to New York we suffera 
still greater loss. We have to pay a discount on 
bank paper as follows: —Notes of the bank of North 
Carolina, 34 to 4 per cent; Georgia, 4 to 5; South 
Carolina, 3 to 5; Florida, 20 to 25; Alabama 10 
to 12; Louisiana, 44 to 5; Kentucky, 5 to 6; Ten- 
nesse, 10; Mississippi 10 to 17; Missouri, 5 to 6; 
Ohio, 5 to 6; Indiana, 5 to 6; Illinois, 4 to 5; per 
cent. Here then is a dead loss to the people of 


$1,000. On this subject a writer in New York 
very aptly ubserves, that “if the South, Southwest 
and West, are content with this disordered cur- 
rency, we of the Norih can put up with it longer 
than they can. They whe consume our goods, 
pay the difference of exchange to us who produce 
them, or who are the factors that dispose of them. 
The whole Union is now tributary tous. We melt 
all other money to our standard.” Yes, the 
people of the South and West are the consumers of 
the manufactories of the East, and as such have to 
pay to the Wall street money shavers and monster 
Banks this enormous tax. Let us take Ohio and 
calculate the actual amount of this indirect tax for 
one year; we presume that the people of Ohiocon- 


of goods purchased in New York and other eastern 
cities, some of which are paid for in Bank notes at 
a discount of 5 to 6 per cent; but the greater part 
by bills of exchange costing 24 to 3 per cent; there- 
fore we take 3 per cent as the average loss and 
that will show that the people of Ohio now pay the 
moneyed aristocracy and monster Banks of the 
East a tax of $300,000 per annum, whereas we 
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should have paid in 1829, under the old U. States 
Bank policy one half of one per cent, or $50,000. 
Showing a clear loss under the better currency plan 
of $250,000. This much perannum are we guiled 
and cheated by a set of uaprincipled demagogues, | 
who in theory profess to do all and every thing for| 
the dear people, for the democracy of the country, 
whereas in their practice they are doing all in their 





power for tie aristocracy and the banks. They 
promised us a better currency, and have given us 
a worse. They promised to stay the grasp of the 
rich for the benefit of the poor, but they have taxed 
the poor for the special benefit of the rich. They 
ptomised retrenchment, and have tripled our expen- 
ses. They promised to fill the offices of trust, 
with honest and capable men, but have made the 
official temple a den of thieves and robbers. If 
we judge them by their works, then, there is abun- 


dance of proof that they are false,fraudulent knaves, 
and wholly unworthy of the confidence of a confi- 
ding people. | 
From the Annapolis Republican. | 

Never Despair of the Republic. 

There are tides in the fortunes of political par- | 
ties. ‘Three years ago, Martin Van Buren, having 
been designated by the then President as his suc-| 
cessor, upon the faith of his promise to “follow in | 
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the Whig candidate for President. The Whigs of 
Maryland are buckling on their armor for the con- 
test which is to decide that question in the true 
spirit which dictated the caption we chose for the 
above—*Never Despair of the Republic.” 





Custom Housc Removals, 

There has been another batch of removals from 
office in the Custom House, upon the infamous 
principle that the incumbents would not subscribe 
a per centage of their salaries toward the Tammany 
election fund. We understand that, after the gen- 
tlemen refused te subscribe, the Collector was wai- 
ted upon by a committee, and their removal requi- 
red. ‘The mandate we grieve to say, was obsequi- 
ously obeyed. We say grieve, and we mean what 
we say. The whole machinery of our National 
Government is becoming rotten, and Jacobin clubs 
are dictating to public officers in the same spirit in 
which they were wont to overawe the proceedings 
of the French legislative assemblies in the deepest 
and most bloody days of the French revolution. — 
Last winter a hired band of ruffians drove the Leg- 
islature of Pennsylvania out of its chambers; and a 
gunpowder plot to blow up a brigade of yeomanry 
troops, ordered out to preserve the peace, 1s JusTI- 
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the footsteps of his illustrious predecessor,” was e-| in 1840, and forwarded to subscribers at the low 


lected President by a vote of 170 to 124 electors. | 
In little more than twelve months after this trium- | 
phant accession to power, his popularity was dis-| 
covered to be so rapidly on the wane that, if the | 
election had then taker place, he would have been 
defeated by as decided a majority as lie was elec- 
ted by. Discovering the predicament, a most 
powerful effort was résolved upon by all his affilia- 
ted retainers, in order, if possible, to retrieve his 
fortune at any and every risk. With desperate 
prodigality, the office-holders unher him stake their 
fortunes, their credit, and their very last resources, 
to save themselves and their party. Means hereto- 
fore unthought of and unpractised were resorted to 
and a system of party discipline adopted to insure 
success, which has been in many places but too 
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successful. Maryland has been taken by those 


means. Tide and wind were at the late election | 
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AGENTS IN OHIO, 
Crncinnatit.—R. A. Madison, M. Coffin, Esqrs. 
Cotumsus.—Mr. Charles Higgins. 

Portsmoutu .—W., P. Camden, Editor Tribune. 
Dayton.—P. Baer, Esq. 
SprinerieLp.—Charles Haroid, Esq. 


against us, and the gallant old vessel of State made | Stupenvitte.—R, C. Wilson, Editor Herald. 


some leeway. But tides and winds change with 


parties in this State as inevitably as do both in the 


Xenta.—Thos. C. Wright, Esq. E, Nicholls. 
Hamitron.—-Jas. M"Bride, Esq. 


noble Chesapeake, which severs our State into two. Piqua .—M.G. Mitchell, Esq. 
sections. If we have lost this year,our chancesat least | Lepanon.~-Hon. Thos. Corwin. 


equal theirs ‘that, at the next election, they will, 
be vanquished, and the Whigs will be the victors. | 
The question next fall will be vastly simplified. 


WorTuINGTON .—Col. Jas. Kilbourn. 
RBANA.—John A. Corwin, Esq. 
BLenpon. —Mr. Edwin Mattoon. 


The People will have two prominent candidates on- | Circievitir.--W, B. Thrall, Esq. 


‘ 


ly before them, and with them and their policy they 
will be by that time familiar, and can easily make, 
up a judgment whether to prefer Martin Van Buren 
or whoever the Convention may designate as 





Cuiticotur.—-Seneca W. Ely, Esq.- 
Covineton, Kenrucky.—-Stephen P. Tolman. 
Manison, Inptana.--James F, Noble. 
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